ERECT POTENTILLA, Potcutilla erecta (L.) Rausch,

209. Erect Potentilla, Potentilla erecta (L,) Rausch (X J);
perennial herb with numerous slender erect pubescent stems from
a thick many-headed root-stock; leaves nearly sessile,'divided to
the base into 3 narrowly
wedge-shaped segments,
with a pair of leafy lobu-
late stipules at the base,
the segments coarsely
apd sharply toothed;
pedicels axillary and
terminal, often collect-
ed into a loose leafy
cyme, very slender; se-
pals (A, X 2) 4, nar-
s rowly triangular-lance-
olate, acute, with a
narrow bractcole be-
tween each; petals (B,
X 1J) 4 or rarely 5,
yellow, broadly obo-
vate, veiny; stamens (C,
X 3) 15-20; carpels
(D, X 4) few, obliquely
obovoid, hairy around
the base, with a slender
lateral style, glabrous;
fruits (E, X 3) ovoid,
reticulate (F, fruits, X
0) (family Rosttceae).

On heaths and dry pastures, widely distributed; flower-
ing in summer. In most British floras this is usually included in
the aggregate species, P. tormcntilla. Nectar is secreted on the
inner side of the calyx-tube (receptacle), and the anthers are only
covered with pollen on their narrow' outer edges. Cross-
pollination is effected by insects, but during dull weather the
flowers are half shut, when self-pollination may take place.

Although most of the British species of Potentitla are herbs,
many of the exotic species are shrubs. The herbaceous species,
therefore, are probably the most highly evolved, for their shrubby
ancestry is indicated by the possession of a woody under-
ground root-stock, a device which ensures their preservation in
winter and during'excessivc droughts.
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